[image: image1.png]AL

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY




[image: image2.wmf]Best Book Club Books of 2007
compiled from our “Book Club Networking Night” 
January 15, 2008
1776  by David McCullough   973.3 McC 
David McCullough tells the story of those who marched with General George Washington in the year of the Declaration of Independence. 

A Thousand Acres  by Jane Smiley      FIC Smiley, J
(co-read with The Tragedy of King Lear by William Shakespeare   822.3 Sh)
A successful Iowa farmer decides to divide his farm between his three daughters. When the youngest objects, she is cut out of his will. This sets off a chain of events that brings dark truths to light and explodes long-suppressed emotions. An ambitious reimagining of Shakespeare's King Lear cast upon a typical American community in the late twentieth century, A Thousand Acres takes on themes of truth, justice, love, and pride, and reveals the beautiful yet treacherous topography of humanity.

A Thousand Splendid Suns  by Khaled Hosseini   FIC Hosseini, K
Propelled by the same superb instinct for storytelling that made "The Kite Runner" a classic, Hosseini’s latest novel is at once an incredible chronicle of 30 years of Afghan history and a deeply moving story of family, friendship, faith, and the salvation found in love.
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life
by Barbara Kingsolver   641.0973 Ki
Believing that most of us have better options available, Kingsolver and her family set out to prove for themselves that a local diet is not just better for the economy and environment but also better on the table. Part memoir, part journalistic investigation, and complete with original recipes, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle makes a passionate case for putting the kitchen back at the center of family life, and diversified farms at the center of the American diet.
Bel Canto: A Novel by Ann Patchett   FIC Patchett, A
From the bestselling author of "The Magician's Assistant" comes a marvelous novel of love, opera, and terrorism set in South America. Two couples, complete opposites, fall in love; sexual identities become confused; and a horrific imprisonment is transformed into an unexpected heaven on earth.
Five Quarter’s of the Orange  by Joanne Harris  FIC Harris, J
From the author of "Chocolat" comes an "unexpectedly sweet and powerful" ("New York Times") novel of a widow in her sixties returning to the French town she left as a child, and the clues to long-kept secrets she finds in her mother's recipe scrapbook.
Gift from the Sea  by Anne Morrow Lindbergh   818 Li
In this inimitable classic, graceful, lucid, and lyrical, Anne Morrow Lindbergh shares her meditations on youth and age, love and marriage, peace, and contentment as she set them down during a brief vacation by the sea.
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck    FIC BUCK, P
Buck presents a graphic view of a China when the last emperor reigned and the vast political and social upheavals of the twentieth century were but distant rumblings for the ordinary people. This moving, classic story of the honest farmer Wang Lung and his selfless wife O-lan is must reading for those who would fully appreciate the sweeping changes that have occurred in the lives of the Chinese people during this century.

The Good, Good Pig: The Extraordinary Life of Christopher Hogwood 
by Sy Montgomery    636.4 Mo

This is a book not so much about a barnyard animal as about relationships, in all their messy, joyous, and heartbreaking complexity. In loving yet unsentimental prose, Sy Montgomery captures the richness that animals bring to the human experience. Sometimes it takes a too-smart-for-his-own-good pig to open our eyes to what most matters in life. The Good Good Pig is a good, good book, beautifully rendered and filled with wondrous surprises.

How Green Was My Valley  by Richard Llewellyn   FIC Llewellyn, R
Llewellyn's tale of a young man's coming-of-age in a small Welsh mining town--the basis for the beloved film of the same name--is "a beautiful story told in words which have Welsh music in them . . . a book which will live in the mind and memory of its readers" 

In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex  
by Nathaniel Philbrick   910.4 Ph
After the Essex is splintered by an 80-ton sperm whale in 1820, her crew tries to reach South America in three small boats.
Keys of the Kingdom  by A.J. Cronin    Interlibrary Loan
Francis Chisholm is a compassionate and humble priest whose vocation emerged from a crucible of suffering. His parents were murdered in anti-Catholic riots in Scotland, his guardians mistreat him, and his sweetheart commits suicide. He is sent to China where he establishes a flourishing Catholic mission amid desperate poverty, civil war, plague, and the hostility of his superiors.
The Kite Runner*  by Khaled Hosseini    FIC Hosseini, K
Privileged young narrator Amir comes of age during the last peaceful days of the monarchy in Afghanistan, then must endure revolution, invasion and a country's long struggle to triumph over violent forces.
Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult   FIC Picoult, J

Many things can happen in the span of 19 minutes—fun things, mundane things, and downright horrific things. Best-selling author Picoult (My Sister's Keeper) shows just how quickly lives can be changed in this story of a school massacre much like Columbine that is told through the voice not only of the victims but also of the troubled teen who did the shooting.
No Ordinary Time: Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt-The Home Front in World War II   by Doris Kearns Goodwin   973.917 Go
A compelling chronicle of a nation and its leaders during the period when modern America was created. With an uncanny feel for detail and a novelist's grasp of drama and depth, Doris Kearns Goodwin brilliantly narrates the interrelationship between the inner workings of the Roosevelt White House and the destiny of the United States. Goodwin paints a comprehensive, intimate portrait that fills in a historical gap in the story of our nation under the Roosevelts.

One Thousand White Women: The Journals of May Dodd
 by Jim Fergus    FIC Fergus, J
Based on an actual historical event, but recounted through fictional diaries, "One Thousand White Women" tells the story of a woman who travels West in 1875 and marries the chief of the Cheyenne nation.

Piano Tuner  by Daniel Mason    822.3 Sh

In 1886 a shy, middle-aged piano tuner named Edgar Drake receives an unusual commission from the British War Office: to travel to the remote jungles of northeast Burma and there repair a rare piano belonging to an eccentric army surgeon who has proven mysteriously indispensable to the imperial design.
Plainsong  by Ken Haruf   FIC Haruf, K   
In the same way that the plains define the American landscape, small-town life in the heartlands is a quintessentially American experience. Holt, Colo., a tiny prairie community near Denver, is both the setting for and the psychological matrix of Haruf's beautifully executed new novel. Alternating chapters focus on eight compassionately imagined characters whose lives undergo radical change during the course of one year.

Poisonwood Bible    by Kingsolver, Barbara    FIC Kingsolver, B
Kingsolver offers a compelling exploration of religion, conscience, imperialist arrogance, and the many paths to redemption. An American missionary and his family travel to the Congo in 1959, a time of tremendous political and social upheaval.
Prayer for Owen Meany  by John Irving    FIC Irving, J
In the summer of 1953, two 11-year-old boys--best friends--are playing in a Little League baseball game in New Hampshire. One of the boys hits a foul ball that kills his best friend's mother. Owen Meany believes he didn't hit the ball by accident. He believes he is God's instrument. What happens to Owen after 1953 is extraordinary and terrifying. He is Irving's most heartbreaking hero.
The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid    Interlibrary Loan
In a Lahore market, Changez, a Pakistani, is confronting an American spy bent on assassinating him. He manipulates the encounter, seizing the chance to tell his story—and to be heard.

The Secret Life of Bees*    by Sue Monk Kidd   FIC Kidd, S

A remarkable story about mothers and daughters and the women in our lives who become our true mothers, this is a stunning debut whose rich, assured, irresistible voice gathers us up and doesn't let go, not for a moment.

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan  by Lisa See    FIC See, L
See's engrossing novel set in remote 19th-century China details the deeply affecting story of lifelong, intimate friends (laotong, or "old sames") Lily and Snow Flower, their imprisonment by rigid codes of conduct for women and their betrayal by pride and love.
The Spiral Staircase: My Climb Out of Darkness  by Karen Armstrong   200.92 Ar
Armstrong begins this spellbinding story of her spiritual journey with her departure in 1969 from the Roman Catholic convent she had entered seven years before--hoping, but failing, to find God.
The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures by Anne Fadiman       603.4 Fa

Brilliantly reported and beautifully crafted, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down explores the clash between the Merced Community Medical Center in California and a refugee family from Laos over the care of Lia Lee, a Hmong child diagnosed with severe epilepsy. Lia's parents and her doctors both wanted what was best for Lia, but the lack of understanding between them led to tragedy.

Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln 
by Doris Kearns Goodwin    973.7092 Go
Acclaimed historian Doris Kearns Goodwin illuminates Lincoln's political genius in this original work, as the one-term congressman and prairie lawyer rises from obscurity to prevail over three gifted rivals of national reputation to become president.
The Things They Carried: A Work of Fiction  by Tim O’Brien      822.3 Sh

Each of these 22 tales relate the exploits and personalities of a fictional platoon of American soldiers in Vietnam.

Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Fight Terrorism and Build Nations- One School At a Time**  by Greg Mortenson    371.822 Mo
An inspirational story of one man's efforts to address poverty, educate girls, and overcome cultural divides
Through the Narrow Gate  by Karen Armstrong   Interlibrary Loan
Karen Armstrong's intimate memoir of life inside a Catholic convent. With refreshing honesty and clarity, the book takes readers on a revelatory adventure that begins with Armstrong's decision in the course of her spiritual training offers a fascinating view into a shrouded religious life, and a vivid, moving account of the spiritual coming age of one of our most loved and respected interpreters of religious.

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen   Interlibrary Loan
After his anger erupts into violence, Cole, in order to avoid going to prison, agrees to participate in a sentencing alternative based on the native American Circle Justice, and he is sent to a remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge Spirit Bear changes his life.
The Uncommon Reader by Alan Bennett   Interlibrary Loan

A deliciously funny novella that celebrates the pleasure of reading.

Amherst Town Library   14 Main Street   Amherst, NH 03031  
(603) 673-2288    library@amherst.lib.nh.us   www.amherst.lib.nh.us

